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Shanti Solomon founded the FLC so that 

everyone could take part: rich, poor, old, and 

young, even children. In fact, the fi rst FLC 

grant in 1959 bought an orphanage in Korea to 

give children a safe home where they could be 

provided for by adults with love and security. 

Th rough the years, love for children has been 

expressed through prayers and support for many projects that help 

children and protect their rights, a testimony to women’s faithfulness 

and obedience to Christ’s challenge: 

 Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and 
whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.

Padmini is a young girl from India who discovers the power of her 

least coin, the anna she found in the market. Her coin spins into a 

fantastic journey, beginning in her grandmother’s garden and taking 

her on a whirlwind tour to several countries. She meets women and 

children who are learning and growing with the help of least coins 

from around the world. 

Shanti Means Peace: Th e Story of the Fellowship of the Least Coin 

is designed to be enjoyed together. Th is soft-covered 24-page gem 

features colourful pictures, maps, new words, and photos and sugges-

tions for sharing the book, making it an excellent addition to chil-

dren’s times and Sunday schools. Shanti Means Peace is $10 and can 

be ordered from:

Th e Women`s Inter-Church Council of Canada

47 Queen’s Park Crescent East

Toronto, ON M5S 2C3

Tel: (416) 929-5184; Fax: (416) 929-4064

E-mail: wicc@wicc.org

Fellowship of the Least Coin 

Ingathering Service 2017
Theme: “Stand up for Human Dignity”

An asterisk (*) indicates participants stand as they are able, in body or in spirit.

Entrance Music 

Silent Prayers

Words of Welcome and Greetings

*Call to Worship (Psalm 8:1, 4-5, 9)

Leader:  O God, our God,
How glorious is your name over all the earth!
Your glory is praised in the heavens.

People:  Who are we that you should be mindful of us, that you 
should care for us?
You have made us little less than the gods and crowned us 
with glory and honour. 

Leader: God, our God, how glorious is your name over all the earth! 

*Hymn of Adoration
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Prayer of Humility and Repentance
Leader:  “Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love; Ac-

cording to your abundant mercy blot out our

transgressions.”  (Psalm 51: 1 NRSV)

Together:  We would ask for your guidance and wisdom 
As we strive towards justice and peace,
For repentance, forgiveness and freedom, 
Th at oppression and bondage might cease.

Leader:  “Not to us, O Lord, not to us, but to your name give glory, for 

the sake of your steadfast love and your 

faithfulness.” (Psalm 115: 1 NRSV) 

Together:  So instill in our hearts greater love, Lord, 
And strengthen our faith, as we join. 
To earnestly pray for your blessing 
On the Fellowship of the Least Coin. 

Silence

Retelling the story of FLC 

Special Song

Scripture Reading 
Genesis 1:27
Luke 8:43-48

Message

Silence

Prayers for Human Dignity

Leader:  Today, we hear the voices of our sisters from diff erent regions of 

the world. We join them in prayers to our merciful God and set 

aside our least coins to help them in their work for peace, justice 

and reconciliation. 
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The Story of the Fellowship of the Least Coin

Th e idea for the Fellowship of the Least Coin emerged as a vision from 

God to Shanti Solomon of India. In September 1956, she was part of the 

Pacifi c Mission Team of seven women from diff erent countries that trav-

eled in Asian countries after the World War II, in September 1956. Th e 

team was organized by Dr. Margaret Shannon on behalf of the women of 

the Presbyterian Women in the United States. Refused entry into Korea, 

Shanti went to Manila, Philippines while other members of the team 

proceeded to Korea. She refl ected on the experiences of their travel in the 

war-torn countries of Asia and was inspired to promote reconciliation, 

justice and peace.

When the team was reunited, Shanti suggested that prayer could tran-

scend every national boundary. She envisioned women praying for each 

other across boundaries, setting aside a coin as a symbol of their sincerity. 

She challenged the Christian women of Asia and the women from the 

Presbyterian Church of the United States to combine their eff orts and 

resources and launch a project of justice, peace and reconciliation on an 

international basis. In 1958, at the fi rst Assembly of the Asian Church 

Women’s Conference (ACWC) held in Hong Kong, the ACWC agreed 

to launch the Fellowship of the Least Coin.

Th e simplicity of this movement has caught the imagination of people 

on every continent. Just as the gathering of many “least coins” yields 

money with which to respond to human need around the world, so in-

dividual prayer off ered by FLC participants creates a strong force in the 

global struggle for peace, justice, and reconciliation.

Ingathering Service Suggestions 

  Dramatize Luke 8:43-48, or the story of the FLC.
  Assign readers for the eight regional voices well before the date for 

your Ingathering Service. 
  Each voice reader may wear a costume from that region or country.
  Choose familiar hymns or songs for your service (as song of adora-

tion, a special song or solo, and a closing song).
  Share the story of the FLC and Shanti’s vision of praying for each 

other across boundaries with the children in your church.
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Offering of the Least Coins

 Leader:  As symbol of our sincerity, our love for church women’s work all 

over the world, and for the least of our women and children in 

the name of God who fi rst loved us, let us off er our least coins.

Off ering  (Least coin contributions are put in the basket at the center of your 
circle of prayer.) 

*Prayer of FLC:  O loving Creator, we present ourselves in your divine 
presence to thank you for all the bountiful gifts of 
life. We are especially grateful for the Fellowship of 
the Least Coin which binds us together in love and 
forgiveness around the globe. Free us from all doubts 
and prejudices, we pray. Inspire us to live in solidar-
ity with humankind that we may know the joy of 
giving and receiving.

Dear God, accept the least coin “token of love.” 
Make us mindful of the miracles of these coins. Let 
us honor your creation with love, as shown through 
the life and resurrection of your son, Jesus the 
Christ. Amen.

*Closing Song    
 

*Closing Prayer and Benediction 

Postlude 
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Voice from South Sudan, in Africa: I speak for Agnes Wasuk from 

South Sudan. South Sudan is the world’s newest nation. It has experi-

enced decades of civil war. We need our women to eff ectively engage in 

peace building, psychological support and national reconciliation. We 

are building the capacity of women for eff ective leadership in the com-

munity and decision making, to engage meaningfully in the peace nego-

tiation processes leading to National unity and peaceful coexistence of 

communities. Please pray with us for peace and reconciliation in South 

Sudan. 

Congregation: Have mercy, O God, have mercy.

Voice from Japan, in Asia: Since 2012 we KCCJ-Research Action Insti-

tute of Korean in Japan aim at helping immigrant women to overcome 

challenges they face in their homes and communities. Th ese include 

practical Japanese language classes for non-Japanese mothers. We teach 

heritage language and culture classes for their bi-racial children. We have 

advocacy on behalf of non-Japanese residents who have diffi  culty access-

ing government services in the wake of the 2011 triple disaster, or wom-

en encountering violence or other abuse at home, cultural programs to 

facilitate relationships and self-respect among isolated immigrant wom-

en, etc. We have also been providing convalescence programs to non-

Japanese mothers and their children, and occasionally also to spouses, to 

relieve the constant stress that weighs heavily upon non-Japanese women 

living in Fukushima with limited fi nancial means. Please pray with us for 

the dignity of immigrant women in Japan.

Congregation Have mercy, O God, have mercy..

Voice from the Philippines, in Asia: I speak for Luzviminda Davis. 

Since the super typhoon Yolanda/Hainan struck Tacloban in 2013, many 

women are still struggling psychologically and economically. Th e UCCP 

Tacloban Church Women’s Association identifi ed 60 women in need and 

decided to conduct skills training for livelihood projects which they can 

choose and implement with provision of small capital. Please pray with 

us for the dignity of survivors of disasters. 

Congregation: Have mercy, O God, have mercy.
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Voice from Armenia, in Europe: I speak for Marianna Apresyan, from 

Armenia. In the traditional Armenian family, a boy was considered an 

heir of his father’s property who needed to maintain the honour of the 

family. He needed to work and take care of his parents. At the same 

time, a girl’s role was subordinated. She was considered temporary in the 

family, as she would leave her father’s family after she got married. Th us, 

she would work and make her husband’s family prosper. Th erefore, they 

did not “put their hope” on girls. Moreover, based on its historical and 

geographical position, Armenia conducted war against foreign invaders 

for many centuries. Th us, they needed soldiers to save Armenia’s borders 

and Christian belief. Consequently, a boy’s birth was considered a birth 

of one more soldier and defender of Armenia.

Based on the above mentioned facts, the Christian Women’s Forum 

wants to raise public awareness of the issue of sex-selective abortion in 

Armenia stressing its damaging spiritual, demographic, social, legal, 

medical and psychological consequences. Please pray with us for the 

dignity of girl babies. 

Congregation: Have mercy, O God, have mercy.

Voice from Syria, in the Middle East: I speak for Esther of Lebanon, 

representative of Middle East Churches to the ICFLC. During the fi ve 

years of internal war in Syria, children have experienced tough times, 

whether they come from areas of direct fi ghting and violence that leads 

them to be displaced to safe areas, or they come from relatively safe areas 

but experience the consequences of war on a secondary level such as 

losing jobs, living in poverty, leaving school, facing hunger and fear, or 

watching crimes and explosions on TV and the Internet. Th e National 

Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Latakia aims to support the displaced 

and war- aff ected children in Latakia mentally, physically, and spiritually, 

by providing programs and activities that will help them grow in love, 

fellowship, and peace. Please pray with us for peace in Syria and for the 

rights and dignity of children.

Congregation: Have mercy, O God, have mercy.

Voice from the United States of America: I speak for Amy Mesirow of 

Hyannis Supporting Our Youth (“HySOY”). We work to build positive 
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community with the youth of Hyannis. We focus on the most socio-

economically disadvantaged youth, the vast majority of whom live in 

single-parent/grandparent households headed by women. Th rough our 

three programs: Mentoring, Early Literacy, and Enrichment Opportuni-

ties, we assist these mothers and grandmothers in raising self-confi dent 

children who feel cared for, value education, and are able to pursue their 

passions. Please pray with us for the dignity of our youth. 

Congregation: Have mercy, O God, have mercy.

Voice from Vanuatu, in the Pacifi c: I speak for Ruth Dovo, Gender 

Coordinator in Vanuatu Council of Churches. After the destruction 

of Tropical Cyclone Pam, our government set up a Gender & Protec-

tion Cluster led by the Department of Women’s Aff airs to coordinate all 

gender and protection programs of Vanuatu. We recognize that it is very 

important that women are empowered with knowledge and resources in 

order to eff ectively participate in Disaster Risk Reduction (DDR) plan-

ning in the communities. Gender is an issue in our communities and it is 

very important that we promote gender and human rights awareness to 

the people so that resources and opportunities are shared equally between 

men and women and other vulnerable groups. Women have always been 

neglected in DRR planning in the communities. Building women’s capac-

ity increases their participation in planning, implementation, monitoring 

and evaluation. Please pray with us for women’s empowerment.

Congregation: Have mercy, O God, have mercy.

Voice from Chile, in Latin America: Fundacion Mesias, has served and 

accompanied women and children living with HIV, for almost 20 years. 

Th e service to about 30 families aff ected by the pandemic, is focused 

mainly on care. However, the growing demand for care in more complex 

areas, among women and their families, has forced us to take a series of 

activities and initiatives which often diff er from the original approach. 

Th e necessity of psycho-spiritual accompaniment of women who, ex-

hausted physically and emotionally, need to renew their strength in order 

to continue facing personal and family situations is clear. Please pray 

with us for the dignity of women and children living with HIV. 

Congregation: Have mercy, O God, have mercy.


