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Fellowship of 
the Least Coin
PRAYER CONCERNS 2017
These prayer concerns are provided for partic-
ipants in the Fellowship of the Least Coin. 
Each time we pray for justice, peace and rec-
onciliation in our own lives, we set aside one 
“least coin” as a symbol of our prayer and our 
commitment to peace, justice and reconcilia-
tion in the lives of others. We invite you to 
pray with us and put your least coins to work 
alongside least coins from around the world. 
For more information, visit our FLC pages at 
http://www.wicc.org/fellowship/

january
Christian Unity and 

Ecumenism
 

January: The World Council of 
Churches promotes unity in faith to 
develop closer relationships and better 
understandings. The 2017 theme for 
the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
will be “Reconciliation – the love of 
Christ compels us” (based on 2 
Corinthians 5:14-20). Resource mate-
rials for the celebrations will be avail-
able at www.councilofchurches.ca

March: One major Christian ecumenical 
event in the world is the World Day of 
Prayer. The 2017 prayer service, written 
by Filipino women, has the theme, “Am 
I Being Unfair to You?” based on 
Matthew 20:1-16. It is available through 
the Women’s Inter-Church Council of 
Canada (WICC) office.

October: The Fellowship of the Least 
Coin promotes a fellowship of prayer 
undivided by race, nationality, culture 
or denomination. The 2016 service is 
available at www.wicc.org or through 
the WICC office. 

All are welcome to these three 
events.
Prayer: Read Romans 15:5-7.

Almighty God, as one, we praise 
your name. We ask your blessings on 
those who are working to reunite your 
Christian Church here on earth. We 
thank you for the progress that has 
been made. There is such a great 
need for a Christian presence today 
with all the injustices in the world. 

Strengthen us so that we may 
lead the way to reconciliation. Amen.

Glenda Klein is a WICC council member.
She lives in Lindsay, ON.

february
Cuba

(WDP 2016 Host Country)

We continue to hold Cuba, our 
World Day of Prayer 2016 host coun-
try, in our prayers.

In April of 2016, my husband 
and I were fortunate to travel with a 
Literary Tour to Cuba, visiting the cit-
ies of Havana, Cienfuegos and 
Trinidad. In each city we met with 
authors, artists and notably, in Havana, 
a university professor who taught at 
Queen’s in Kingston, ON and in 
Havana and was the son of the 
Canadian Ambassador to Cuba pre 
and post revolution. Our timing was 
interesting as we were there on the 
heels of the Rolling Stone Concert and 
US President Obama’s historical visit. 
In the two weeks since Obama’s visit, 
hotel prices had increased 30%. The 
US flag flew alongside the Cuban flag 
over some of the new independent 
restaurants and businesses. 

Life in Cuba is considerably less 
romantic than its amazing architecture 
and fascinating history. Running water, 
electricity, transportation and finding 
food present continuing challenges for 
most people. The black market thrives 
for the basic goods we take for grant-
ed. Many new hotels are currently 
being built with little growth to the 
infrastructure which will make such 
resources even more hard to come by. 
The Cuban people are rightly proud of 

their free education and good health 
care, but supplies are in short supply. 
Teachers and doctors are leaving their 
professions to enter the more lucrative 
tourist industry. As the government 
engages in expansion of a free-market 
economy, the disparity of income 
between the haves and have-nots 
increases. 

Despite these hardships, the peo-
ple we met were warm, generous and 
very hospitable. They were proud to 
be Cuban and invited us to share in 
their creative and vibrant society. 

Let us pray for Cuba and her 
people, that their resilience and opti-
mism will be rewarded by a stable 
government and a measured growth 
that honours the social structures they 
hold dear. May the Christian Churches 
continue to grow and provide a bea-
con of love and hope in these chang-
ing times. As Cuba continues to find 
its way in what is to them a new era, 
may we as Christians throughout the 
world, keep them foremost in our 
prayers, our support and our Christian 
charity. Peace.

Marjorie Bain is WICC Communications Chair 
and representative to CEARN.

She lives in Toronto, ON.

march
World Day of Prayer 

2017: The Philippines

I asked people from the 
Philippines living in my community 
what their prayer concerns for their 
homeland were. They shared their 
desire for an ordered society free from 
the corruption and chaos that comes 
with criminal activity.

Eternal One, I am depending on 
you to protect and rescue us, and save 
us from all persecutors who unjustly 
attack. 

Our prayer is for the Philippines, 
for a better and faster justice system. I 
pray that the system will be restored 
and will crack down on corruption. 
My prayer is that the principles of jus-
tice be applied effectively and create a 
more stable and secure nation for all.
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“O Lord, my God I take refuge in you; 
save and deliver me from all who pur-
sue me, or they will tear me apart like 
a lion and rip me to pieces with no 
one to rescue me”. In name of Jesus, 
amen. Psalm 7:1-2

Connie Rose is a WICC Program Coordinator.
She lives in Toronto, ON.

april
Caregivers

A few generations ago it was very 
common for the extended family to 
live together. As parents aged, the chil-
dren made arrangements to help, as 
needed, with household chores, even-
tually sharing accommodations. The 
care of ailing parents was shared.

Today, families live far apart. 
Parents still want to remain in their 
homes for as long as possible, but if 
one becomes ill, the other takes on 
more responsibility. When my children 
were young and became ill, I always 
found that it took more time to care 
for them. Furthermore, seeing a loved 
one suffering adds some stress and 
worry. You can well imagine how 
much energy is required to care for a 
spouse when over 60. 

The caregiver of a chronically ill 
patient has much added to their plate; 
there are increased medical appoint-
ments, tests, times and dosage of 
medications, maybe a change in diet 
and exercise. As a result, the family 
caregiver can experience physical, 
emotional, and financial challenges. 

It is important that the caregiver 
be able to get a temporary break from 
their duties. Not all communities have 
easy access to respite care, or, if avail-
able, it can be very expensive. Help 
you could offer to a caregiver could be 
doing an errand, offering to give them 
a break, preparing a meal, or just 
acknowledging the job they are doing. 

May we pray God’s blessing on 
all caregivers and comfort to those in 
need. 

Irene Churchill is WICC Past-President.
She lives in Eganville, ON.

may
Mothers

Mother’s Day is celebrated in 
more than 46 countries around the 
world on different days. Whatever may 
be the date of Mothers Day, the spirit is 
the same everywhere.

It has often been said that there is 
no greater gift than that of becoming a 
mother. It means committing our life to 
loving, teaching and nurturing a child. 
Although all of us may not be mothers, 
all of us have a mother.

My mother lost her mother when 
she was only six years old. She was so 
traumatized by her loss that she would 
never speak of her mother. She raised 
five children, but lost a son to an illness 
at eleven months.

Mothers seem to know how to 
keep the family together. Even after 
they have left home she seems to be 
able to gather the family together for 
special events and occasions. 

Everywhere in the world, mothers 
are respected for their extreme devo-
tion towards their children. On Mother’s 
Day children pay their humblest tribute 
to their mothers and thank them for giv-
ing them birth and providing them with 
the best care and upbringing.

Let’s offer our prayers to all moth-
ers throughout the world. 

Angela Schwarz is a WICC Program Coordinator 
She lives in Midhurst, ON.

june
Indigenous Peoples

Nothing is more essential than 
food. For many Indigenous peoples in 
Canada who rely on their land as a 
source for food, this is especially true.

Sadly, however, wild meats are 
being contaminated by pollution and 
many Indigenous people are losing 
touch with the nutritious and medici-
nal benefits of wild plants. 

Some years ago, Martha Webber 
of Kanata, Ontario and I did research 
on edible wild plants and berries 
around the Great Slave Lake. While 

undertaking this research, we heard a 
child crying for an apple in the Co-op. 
Few realized that their village was sur-
rounded by 22 varieties of berries, 
much higher in vitamins than a ten-
month-old apple. And the berries 
were free for the picking!

When young people learn about 
their rich culture and how to hunt and 
gather and make clothing and crafts in 
the traditional way, they live more 
productive and rewarding lives.

Climate change is a global threat 
but has particularly severe consequenc-
es in northern latitudes. For the sake of 
future generations, we must find ways 
that we, individually and collectively, 
can reduce our carbon footprint.

Pray that Indigenous culture 
thrives and enriches the education of 
young Indigenous people.

 Mona Fox is a WICC council member
She lives in Dacre, ON.

july
Refugees

Between November 2015 and 
February 2016, the Government of 
Canada resettled 25,000 Syrian refu-
gees. This included both government-
supported and privately-sponsored ref-
ugees. All were granted citizenship 
and screened for signs of illness when 
they arrived. Those who were ill were 
treated and they are now settled into 
communities across Canada where 
they are building new lives for them-
selves and their families. They are 
receiving long-term support to ensure 
that they integrate successfully into 
Canadian society.

Additionally the Yazidis, who 
have no homes to go back to and 
pose no security risk, are being raped 
and slaughtered by ISIS daily. 
Operation Ezra, the only Yazidi refu-
gee relief project in Canada, has 
raised $200,000 to sponsor seven 
Yazidi families. The first of these pri-
vately sponsored families arrived in 
Winnipeg on July 11 from southern 
Turkey and were warmly welcomed by 
family, friends and supporters.
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Leviticus 19: 33-34 tells us: 
“When a foreigner resides among you 
in your land, do not mistreat them. 
The foreigner residing among you must 
be treated as your native-born. Love 
them as yourself, for you were foreign-
ers in Egypt;” and Matt 25:35 says: 
“For I was hungry, and you gave Me 
something to eat; I was thirsty, and you 
gave Me something to drink; I was a 
stranger, and you invited Me in”.

At some time we were all for-
eigners, so let us recognize the strong 
biblical mandate to love, welcome 
and advocate on behalf of asylum 
seekers, refugees and migrants.

Prayer: Almighty and merciful God, 
whose Son became a refugee and had 
no place to call his own, look with 
mercy on those who today are fleeing 
from danger, homeless and hungry. 
Bless those who work to bring them 
relief; inspire generosity and compas-
sion in all our hearts; we pray for a 
day when all will rejoice in your 
Kingdom of justice and of peace; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Diane Dwarka is WICC President-Elect and the 
representative to the Canadian Council of 

Churches Working Group on Human Trafficking.
She lives in Winnipeg, MB.

august
Labour Justice

In December 2012, a fire in a 
garment factory in Dhaka, Bangladesh 
killed over 100 people, most of them 
women. A global economy presents 
serious challenges to labour justice. 
Companies seeking ever lower produc-
tion costs move production to places 
with low wages, weak labour laws and 
lax enforcement, resulting in supply 
chains rife with exploitive and danger-
ous working conditions. 

There is concern that workers 
coming to Canada under the 
Temporary Foreign Worker Program 
are also vulnerable to exploitation, 
dangerous working conditions, isola-
tion and precarious employment. 
These conditions and the terms of 

employment set out by the program 
create barriers to health care, perma-
nent residency, family relationships 
and community supports.

For many Canadian citizens, pre-
carious employment is increasingly the 
only option. Contract work frees 
employers from paying for benefits, 
but lack of job security and split shifts 
contribute to workers’ stress and finan-
cial instability.

God, We give thanks for opportunities 
to work in safe, fair, just and healthy 
places where we can use the talents 
you have given us and work to your 
glory.

We ask your protection for those 
who are working under exploitive and 
dangerous conditions.

We ask your blessing for those 
whose work goes unrewarded and 
those with unfair pay.

We remember those who seek 
work and are denied because of prej-
udices and biases.

We remember all who suffer 
labour injustices in silence for fear of 
repercussions and we pray for justice 
for all.

“When justice is done, it brings joy to 
the righteous but terror to evildoers.” 
(Proverbs 21:15, NIV)

Anita Gittens is WICC Membership & 
Nominating Chair.

 She lives in Toronto, ON.

september
Education

Research on education reveals 
the following:

• Education is one of the most 
powerful tools to reduce 
poverty, oppression, various 
forms of abuse and unem-
ployment.

• Education is considered the 
best mode of rehabilitation 
from abuse of various kinds, 
poverty, oppression, unem-
ployment.

Education is the key to freeing 
Dalit children, refugee children, 
orphaned children, street children, 
children and women at risk in devel-
oping countries from poverty and 
oppression. The education of children 
in general, and especially girls and 
women in developing countries, will 
set the groundwork for future transfor-
mation and successes in their lives.

Yet those who need the educa-
tion the most—children living in pov-
erty in Syria, India, in Kenyan refugee 
camps  and in many African coun-
tries—are the least likely to attend and 
complete school. Malala Fund Team 
reports that more than 130 million 
girls are out of school today. Dadaab 
Refugee Camp in Kenya, the largest 
refugee camp in the world, states that 
there are 156,000 children of school 
age, yet only one third of them will 
attend school. Furthermore, there is 
only one teacher per every 100 chil-
dren.

I can attest to the fact myself that 
education gave me a teaching career 
of 30 years. For I myself came to 
Canada in 1948 as an 11-year-old ref-
ugee girl with my mother and brother.

However there is hope, for the 
following agencies, among many oth-
ers, are offering children at risk a for-
mal education that provides them with 
skills to be self-sufficient and creative 
and with vocational training that will 
transform them and their families and 
give them a position in life of influ-
ence and helping others in need:

• Mullychildrensfamily.org of 
Kenya

• Dalit Freedom Network 
Canada

• Generation Rising- Global 
Family Foundation

• Malala Fund Team
Let us pray for these agencies 

and, as God leads, support them so 
God can continue to work through 
their efforts so that many more chil-
dren, especially girls and women at 
risk, will receive an education that will 
give them hope and change their pres-
ent situation for a better future. 

Nettie Dueck is a WICC council member.
She lives in Winnipeg, MB.
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october
Fellowship of the Least Coin

As the new Canadian representa-
tive to the International Committee of 
the Fellowship of the Least Coin, I’ve 
learned a lot about the history and 
ongoing mission of the Fellowship of 
the Least Coin. 

In 1956, Shanti Solomon of India 
was one of a group of Christian 
women who visited and listened to 
women from Asian countries after the 
Second World War. However, due to 
tense diplomatic relations between 
India and Korea at the time, she was 
refused a visa to Korea. Reflecting on 
the situation, Shanti thought of a way 
for Christian women to transcend 
national borders to help one another 
and to bring about peace, justice, and 
reconciliation. Her idea for a global 
prayer movement was born. 

By giving a “least coin,” Shanti 
believed that women of every socio-
economic status could participate in 
peacemaking. These prayers and the 
“least coins” that represent them have 
been gathered to support women’s 
education, health, advocacy, and spiri-
tuality.

At the 60th anniversary celebra-
tion in Louisville, Kentucky, USA in 
October 2016, I learned how “least 
coins” from each region have done 
amazing things. These “least coins” 
have supported sanitation and hygiene 
programs and advocated for women 
and children in areas of domestic vio-
lence, sexual exploitation, and forced 
labour. These “least coins” have kick-
started women’s economic coopera-
tives and provided scholarships for 
girls’ and women’s primary, secondary, 
and post-secondary educations.

God, move our hearts so that our 
prayers and actions will always point 
to your peace, your justice, and your 
reconciliation. God, bless our prayers 
and our “least coins” so that they may 
do amazing things in the name of your 
love.

Awit Marcelino is a WICC council member 
and ICFLC Representative.
She lives in Toronto, ON.

november
Veteran Care

During the month of November, 
as we hope for peace in the world, let 
us also focus our prayers on our veter-
ans who once fought for our country 
and may now be fighting to survive as 
they deal with unemployment and 
homelessness. Many battled the face of 
terrorism and may now be facing a bat-
tle with depression or PTSD. Some have 
saved lives in Afghanistan and are now 
trying to save their homes, as they deal 
with long distances to veteran’s care 
offices and difficult application process-
es. We have a responsibility to see that 
the needs of our seriously disabled vet-
erans and their families are addressed 
and that all veterans are respected and 
treated fairly.

Let us remember the words of 
people who have written about peace, 
that ours may be a generation that 
ensures peace throughout our world, 
and that our veterans will receive the 
care and attention that they deserve.

“Blessed are the peacemakers for they 
shall be called the children of God.” 
(Matthew, 5:9) 

“If you want peace, work for justice.” 
(Pope Paul VI)

“All works of love, are works of peace.” 
(Mother Theresa)

“If we have no peace, it is because we 
have forgotten that we belong to each 
other.” (Mother Theresa) 

Sovreign of us all, as we pray in 
remembrance; we entrust our needs 
and prayers to your infinite mercy. 
Help us to become ever more mindful 
of the things that unite us, despite our 
many differences. Heal our inner 
wounds and outward divisions, that 
one day we might live in your true 
and lasting peace. Watch over our vet-
erans as their physical and emotional 
wounds are healed. Help them to 
know our gratitude and receive the 
respect and care they have earned 
through their service to our country. 

We make this prayer in the power of 
your Spirit and in the name of your 
son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Donna Shaddick is a WICC council member 
and representative to QELCCC.

She lives in Brooklin, ON.

december
Violence Against Women

A girl’s transgression may start 
even before she is born. Technology has 
enabled parents to determine foetal 
gender and terminate females. The 
resulting gender imbalance can be as 
high as 25% more males than females 
being born. The United Nations 
Population Fund notes that 117 million 
girls are missing in Asia alone. Such 
gender imbalance has been linked to 
higher rates of gender-based violence 
and trafficking. 

For some girls who survive infancy 
another heinous crime, female genital 
mutilation, takes place. In May 2016, in 
a hospital in Egypt, 17-year-old Mayar 
Mohamed Mousa died while undergo-
ing female genital mutilation. Practised 
by both Christians and Muslims, the 
false rite of passage has no religious 
sanction and many health complications 
for girls and women.

School-age girls face systemic dis-
crimination in education. Malala 
Yousafzai bravely challenged the 
Taliban, however millions do not get 
onto the bus to school but are working 
in fields from a tender age. Others are 
forced to marry or sold as slaves to the 
wealthy for a one-time boost in family 
income. A significant number end up 
being trafficked by their masters. Young 
adult women, desperate to earn an 
income and promised jobs in America 
or the Middle East, fall prey to unscru-
pulous people who steal their identity 
papers and force them into trafficking. 

 “Love your neighbour as your-
self.” (Matthew 22:39, NRSV)

June James is WICC Secretary-Treasurer
She lives in Winnipeg, MB


