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Bible Study: Genesis 1*

Introduction
In recent years, there has been much talk about 

climate change. Suriname, along with many other 
countries in the world, is feeling the eff ects of climate 
change due to global warming. Our main city, Para-
maribo, sits near the Atlantic Ocean and many places 
now fl ood in the rainy season. Many other countries 
are facing droughts, hurricanes and fl oods. Scientists 
believe that underlying changes to the environment 
can have serious consequences. We note natural di-
sasters and human activity—like gold mining prac-
tices that pollute rivers the with mercury—and their 
devastating eff ects on the environment. Many agree 
that humans are responsible for the imbalance in the 
harmonious life of humans, animals, and nature. At 
the same time, we can fi nd solutions to restore the 
harmony between humankind and God’s creation.

As women in Suriname, we believe that the Chris-
tian faith community can make a great contribution to 
the preservation of a livable, healthy and safe environ-
ment. Th e future of the Earth for the next generation 
matters to us. We see this as one of the key elements of 
the Christian faith. We are reminded of the relation-
ship between God and Creation, and God and human-

ity. It is about having respect for every living thing.
As a twenty-fi rst century Christian community, it is 

very important to be aware that we live in a period that 
is characterized by a rapid advance in technology. Given 
that we now live in a twenty-four-hour economy and 
people strive for excellence, we are challenged to keep 
our moral and ethical principles high. We should ask 
ourselves how to balance keeping up with technology on 
one hand with minimizing the negative side eff ects of 
technology on our environment on the other hand.

What does it mean to us when we affi  rm with the 
Apostle’s Creed, “I believe in God the Father, Creator 
of heaven and earth; I believe in Jesus Christ, His only 
Son; and I believe in the Holy Spirit?” How does this 
affi  rmation relate to our faith in God as Creator? What 
is our role as Christians in the world of God? How do 
we live responsibly in the twenty-fi rst century?

We are guided by the theme, “All God’s creation 
is very good!”  (Genesis 1:1-31)

 Background explanation for Genesis 1: 1-31 
Th e word “genesis” means origin, beginning, or 

becoming. Th e Bible, in which the divine revelations 
of God are recorded by people of faith, is opened for 
us by the book of Genesis. Genesis testifi es to the 
beginning of life on earth, the creation of humankind 
and their responsibility towards Creation.

In the Creation story, out of chaos, God created 
the heavens and the earth. God created the cosmos, 
a living world (1-26). God fi nished the creation by 
creating humankind in God’s image and likeness (27). 
Th ey then receive God’s commission to take care of 
God’s creation, which, in God’s view, was very good 
(28-31). All of this, God does by speaking, separat-
ing, diff erentiating, and creating. In Genesis, there 
are statements about the beauty of Creation and the 
place and function of every creature in the whole of 
Creation. “And God saw everything that he had made, 
and indeed, it was very good.” 

In Psalm 8, the psalmist looks at the heavens, the 
moon, and the stars and asks God, “…what are human 
beings that you are mindful of them?” and goes on prais-
ing, “Yet, you have made them a little lower than God, 
and crowned them with glory and honour and given 
them dominion over the works of your hands…” (3-5).
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However, the Psalm does not imply that hu-
mankind has the right to make use of God’s creation 
without being concerned about taking care of it. 
Do not bring development to communities without 
considering sustainability, and do not consume what 
Creation off ers without preserving and renewing natu-
ral resources. We humans have to be aware that we are 
created in the image and likeness of God, and we are 
called to live in peace and justice with Creation. 

Humankind receives God’s blessings, just like 
the animals, and also a commission: be responsible, 
have good stewardship, protect and care for all God’s 
creation. We live in the world so we should not dam-
age what God has created. Also, we should never put 
ourselves above God, because, “Th e earth is the Lord’s 
and all that lives in it…” (Psalm 24:1). It means so 
much to be a partner with God!

 Method: Group Bible Study
Th is Bible study method is known as contextual 

Bible reading. We want to establish a dialogue between 
our present context and the Bible’s. We start reading 
the Bible with an awareness of our situation so we can 
listen to the word of God from the past to today. Th is 
approach sheds new light on our questions and actions.

Th e method has four phases. Choose a moderator 
who keeps a lively interaction with the participants. 

1. Observation:
What does the text say? (Let the text be read 

many times or in several versions to initiate conversa-
tion.) What words stand out to you? Are there repeti-
tions or movements in the text? What is written about 
Creation? What is written about humankind?

2. Interpretation:
 What images come to mind when you hear the 

words that stand out to you? (Participants should 
make associations between what is said and their own 
experience.)

In Genesis 1:22, 28 God blesses the animals and 
humankind. How do you hear the blessing of Creation 
in the face of environmental pollution, natural disas-
ters, advanced technology and abuse of human beings 
and nature?

How do we, as human beings, use our gifts in 

caring for Creation? What are our tasks to bring God’s 
blessing to our context?

How can we ensure the future of the Earth for the 
following generations? Consider for example: 

• Food growing (organic, chemical fertilizers, 
small-scale farming, agro-business);

• Extraction of minerals (gold, bauxite, etc.), 
deforestation (clear-cutting, oxygen produc-
tion), harvesting, hunting and poaching of 
endangered species like turtle seas;

• Waste management (landfi ll, recycling, reusing, 
composting);

• All forms of violence against children, youth 
and women.  

3. Plenary:
Conclude the conversation summarizing what the 

theme “All God’s creation is very good!” means for you 
and for your communities as you receive the blessing 
of caretakers of God’s creation.

4. Application:
• Th e participants may share the lessons learned 

from the Bible text and conversation in the 
groups.

• Th e participants may work together on an envi-
ronmental project. 

• Th e participants may write a poem or a prayer, 
or draw a picture based on the theme. 

• Th e participants may write down a personal 
commitment towards the care of God’s creation.
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