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PRELUDE 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
(adapted from Psalms 89 & 100) 

 
Leader: We lift our voices in praise to the Creator 

People: who created the earth from sea to sky. 

Leader:  We lift our voices in thanksgiving to the Creator 

People: who created life and all living things. 

Leader:  We lift our voices in love to the Creator 

People: who created a longing for peace deep in our hearts. 

 
HYMN 

“Deep in Our Hearts” (Oldham & Klusmeier) 

 
SCRIPTURE 

Leviticus 19:1-2, 33-34 

 
SHANTI'S STORY 

 

Leader: This passage spells out how God wanted the Israelites to treat 
foreigners in their midst. More importantly, this passage spells out how God 
wants us to treat foreigners in our midst today—with love. But this has not 
always been the way people and nations have treated one another. This has 
not always been our story. 
 

Voice 1: The Fellowship of the Least Coin (FLC) was envisioned by Shanti 
Solomon, a Christian woman from India, in 1956. Shanti was part of an 
international mission team led by Presbyterian women from the United 
States. The team met with women across Asia who had been touched by 
injustice during World War II. They heard stories of violence and trauma, 
anger and distrust. 
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Voice 2: When the team went to Japan, three women met them at the 
airport. They brought garlands for Shanti and others but had none for the 
Americans. The Japanese women said, “We have had enough of General 
MacArthur… we do not welcome the American women on the team.” On that 
visit, Shanti saw destruction all over Japan, especially in Hiroshima, where the 
United States military had dropped an atomic bomb more than a decade 
earlier. 
 

Voice 3:    When the team went to the Philippines, they met a group of 
women raising funds to rebuild their church. It had been reduced to rubble 
during the Japanese occupation. As they sold their families’ jewelry, the 
women whispered about other Filipinas—girls and young women—who had 
been forced into sexual slavery during the occupation. In fact, thousands of 
women from the Philippines, Korea, China, and other Asian countries, were 
abducted from their homes, raped, and forced to become “comfort women” 
for the Japanese military. These women experienced extreme violence and 
trauma. Many of these women were shamed into silence. So, when Shanti 
asked the Filipinas if they would welcome a reconciliation team from Japan 
they said, “Not during our lifetime.”  
 

Voice 1:    While the team travelled to South Korea, Shanti stayed behind in 

the Philippines. Her visa was denied due to diplomatic tensions between 

India and South Korea. After the Korean War, Indian Prime Minister 

Jawaharlal Nehru served as the United Nation’s arbiter over the boundary 

between North and South Korea. He settled the boundary at the 38th parallel. 

However, most Koreans did not want their country to be divided at all. So, as 

an Indian citizen, Shanti was not allowed into South Korea. 
 

Voice 2:    After hearing these stories of violence and resentment, and having 

experienced division and discrimination herself, Shanti prayed for the women 

she had met, her team, and herself. She prayed for peace, justice, and 

reconciliation between them and their countries. She believed that if a small 

group of women prayed about these issues, they could create ripples of 

peace, justice, and reconciliation around the world. 
 

Voice 3:    When Shanti reconnected with the team, she shared her vision of 
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peace. They all agreed to pause and pray whenever they were in conflict with 
someone. They committed to pray for the other person, themselves, and for 
strength, understanding, and forgiveness on both sides. They promised to set 
aside the least coin in their currency as a token of their prayer. Only the least 
coin was offered so that women of all socioeconomic status could be equal 
partners in this peacemaking.  

 

SCRIPTURE 

Matthew 25:31-40 

 
OUR MISSION 

Leader:    Today, the FLC is a global, ecumenical, prayer movement for peace, 
justice, and reconciliation that supports women and girls and affirms their 
equality and dignity. 
 

People:    When our prayers and least coins flow...  
Leader:    we can raise awareness and provide education on gender issues 
through projects like the Human Rights and Leadership Training Program for 
women in Palestine, Jordan, and Jerusalem. 
 

People:    When our prayers and least coins flow...  
Leader:    we can promote justice, peace, and reconciliation in communities 
through projects like the Peaceful Elections Coalition led by women from 
different political parties in Sierra Leone. 
 

People:    When our prayers and least coins flow...  
Leader:    we can work on eliminating violence against women and children 
through projects like the Campaign to End Child Marriages in Zimbabwe. 
People:    When our prayers and least coins flow...  
Leader:    we can provide training and employment opportunities to 
marginalized women through projects like the Sewing and Small Business 
Program for Indigenous women in Thailand. 
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People:    When our prayers and least coins flow...  
Leader:    we can advocate for some of the most vulnerable people in our 
society through projects like the Free Legal Services Program for low-income, 
undocumented migrants in the United States. 
 

People:    When our prayers and least coins flow...  
Leader:    we can provide relief to communities affected by natural disasters, 
like in 2017 and 2018, when our ecumenical partners received emergency 
grants to care for people whose homes and lives had been devastated by 
hurricanes in Puerto Rico and by earthquakes in Indonesia. 
 

People:    When our prayers and least coins flow...  
Leader:    we can realize Shanti's vision for more peace, justice, and 
reconciliation in our world! 
 

HYMN 

"Like a Healing Stream" (Harding) 

 
STORIES FROM OUR SISTERS 

Leader:    Now, we’ll hear from sisters around the world who have 
experienced healing streams through God’s grace and the flow of our prayers 
and least coins. 
 

Sister 1:    My name is Nadine. I’m a member of the Baptist Women’s 
Missionary Union (BWMU) of the Nigerian Baptist Convention. BWMU aims 
to build lives that emulate Jesus Christ by ministering to the physical, social, 
emotional, intellectual, and spiritual needs of young and old women, 
especially widows, in our society. Through your prayers and least coins, we 
were able to organize a two-weekend retreat for widows in October 2018. 
The program included Bible studies, prayer, counselling, workshops, trainings, 
and seminars. To the glory of God, over 2,000 widows from all over Nigeria 
attended. Many left feeling empowered and equipped to sustain themselves 
and their families, and be more active in their communities. 
 

Sister 2:    My name is Kanchan. I participated in a workshop on women’s 
economic empowerment and health hosted by the Asian Church Women’s 
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Conference in Nepal. I learned about training and employment opportunities. 
I also learned about breast cancer, uterine prolapse, and other leading health 
issues for women in our country.  
More importantly, I learned how to do a Breast Self-Examination (BSE). 
Through your prayers and least coins, I was able to meet other women who 
are interested in balancing their work, family responsibilities, and health. 
 

Sister 3:    My name is Karen. I helped lead the Burning Stone Program for 
youth from Mishkeegogamang First Nation, an Indigenous reserve in 
northwestern Ontario, Canada. Through your prayers and least coins, 
Indigenous youth were able to participate in leadership training and healing 
circles with elders. Youth learned about the history of colonization, residential 
schools, and forced assimilation of Indigenous peoples in Canada. More 
importantly, youth learned about the resilience of their peoples despite 
ongoing racism and discrimination. I was proud to witness youth reclaim their 
culture, form positive habits, make lasting friendships, and find inner 
confidence. 
 

HER STORY 

(Guest Speaker & Small Group Sharing) 
 
Leader:    We invite our guest speaker to share how participating in the FLC 
movement has impacted her everyday life and faith. 
… 

Now, we invite all of you to share, in small groups, how participating in the 
FLC movement has impacted your everyday life and faith. 
 

OFFERING 

Elder/Clergy:    God blesses us with hearts that break at injustice. The Holy 
Spirit gives us sisters to pray with. Jesus teaches us how to love our 
neighbour as ourselves. So, with open hearts and hands, we bring forward 
our least coins, tokens of our prayers for peace. 
 
  



7 
 

PRAYER 

Elder/Clergy:    Dear God, bless our offering of least coins – tokens of dozens, 
hundreds, and thousands of prayers for peace, justice, and reconciliation. 
May our offering protect women’s and girls’ dignity and rights. May our 
offering renew and refresh us to work for peace in your world. Amen. 
 

 

OUR COMMITMENT TO PEACE 

Leader: We are people on a journey 

People: God’s justice and light. 

Leader: We are people on a journey. 

People: for peace until it’s in sight.  
 

HYMN 

“Draw the Circle Wide” (Light & Miller) 

 
BENEDICTION 

Young Leader:    You have heard God’s call to welcome the stranger and 
provide for those in need. You have heard Shanti’s story and the stories of 
sisters who have received our prayers and least coins. You have also received 
peace and reconciliation through these prayers. So, lift up your voice, share 
God’s love, and make a difference wherever you are. You are God’s hands, 
feet, and voice in this world and God is counting on you. Amen. 
 
People:    Amen!  

-------------- 
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WOMEN’S INTER-CHURCH COUNCIL OF CANADA 
is the proud Canadian partner of the 

International Committee for the Fellowship of the Least Coin. 
 
 

WICC is thankful for your prayers 
and will gratefully accept your least coin offering. 

 
You can donate online at 

https://wicc.org/donate-online/ 
 

Or mail a cheque to: 
WOMEN’S INTER-CHURCH COUNCIL OF CANADA 

47 QUEEN’S PARK CRESCENT EAST 
TORONTO, ON  M5S 2C3 

 
 

For more information, please visit https://wicc.org/fellowship-of-the-least-coin/ 
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