Leaders’ Planning Guide for 2023 World Day of Prayer (WDP) Services –
prepared by the Women’s Inter-Church Council of Canada (WICC)
WDP 2023 Theme: “I Have Heard About Your Faith.”
Writing Committee: Taiwan
Thank you for coordinating a World Day of Prayer 2023 Event in your community!
PLANNING STEPS:
1. Understand the Basics
7. Assign Roles
2. Register as a Service Coordinator
8. Choose Materials
3. Become Familiar with Resources
9. Decide on Music
4. Form a Planning Committee
10. Publicize
5. Set a Date & Time
11. Organize and Practice
6. Choose Location & Delivery Style
12. Wrap Up
Also included in this guide: Coordinator Log-In Instructions; list of 2021/2022 Grants; and
Contact Information for assistance.
Step ONE: Understand the Basics
World Day of Prayer events/services have four parts:
1. Prayer for the women of the host writing country for 2023: Taiwan
2. Invitations for others to join your event
3. An opportunity to donate
4. Use of the WDP service provided by WICC – available in both print and video formats
Step TWO: Register as a Service Coordinator
To create a Coordinator account on wicc.org, follow the Coordinator Login Instructions
found at the end of this guide. For those without a computer, there is often a friend or
relative, or team member, or church who can help out. If you have registered online as a
WDP Coordinator in past years, you do not need to register again.
Coordinator accounts give leaders the opportunity to download the Worship Service as
well as accessing many WDP materials. WICC will also email you helpful information.
Note your Agreement with WICC: The Women’s Inter-Church Council of Canada (WICC)
has provided World Day of Prayer materials. By using these materials, you enter into an
agreement with WICC to send the offerings received at your World Day of Prayer service
directly to WICC.

1

Step THREE: Become informed
Become familiar with the Worship Service, country backgrounder, and WDP grant summaries.
At least one committee member should be receiving the monthly WICC e-newsletter: WeConnect. Check out all the free WDP resources at wicc.org.
Many communities have a World Day of Prayer binder with useful information that is passed
along from one Coordinator to the next. Please get in touch with the 2022 Coordinator or
location to see if such a binder exists.
Watch the 55-minute service video to gain an overview. You may want to show this video to
make organization simpler. Go to page 6 for info about this resource.

If you need help along the way with any aspect of World Day of Prayer, please contact your
WDP Field Rep:
Field Rep Area
Field Rep
Email Address
Telephone
BC, AB, SK, YT, NT, NU
Linda Ervin
fieldrep567@wicc.org
250-493-5333
ON*
Cathy Tubb
fieldrep45@wicc.org
416-450-1027
MB, QC, NB, PE, NS, NL
Patricia Baker
fieldrep23@wicc.org
204 416 0133
*Toronto, ON
Janet MacFadyen communications@wicc.org 647-515-7770
Or contact the WICC office administrator, Nancy Weir, at 416-929-5184 or wicc@wicc.org

Step FOUR: Invite others to get involved. A planning committee can be an enjoyable way to share
the tasks and more easily do the marketing, technical set-up, materials gathering, etc.
Service Coordinator/Chair: _________________

#/email: _________________

Assistant Coordinator: ____________________

#/email: _________________

Treasurer: ____________________

#/email: __________________

Other 2023 WDP Committee Members:
__________________________

#/email: __________________________

__________________________

#/email: __________________________

__________________________

#/email: __________________________

NOTE: If you are unable to coordinate the service, please help choose/recommend a backup Coordinator, and
call or email WICC: wicc@wicc.org; 416.929.5184 with this information. If you cannot find a
replacement, please let us know that too.
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Step FIVE: Choose a date and time for your WDP event that best suits your community.
Date: ______________________
Time: ______________________
Traditionally, World Day of Prayer is held on the first Friday in March. Communities may select
a more suitable day for their areas.
Weather in Canada can be unpredictable. Please choose a “rain” date for your event if
meeting in person.
Rain Date: ______________________

Step SIX: Choose a location/delivery style. Check all equipment.
Church/Venue: __________________________
Address: ________________________________
(Power) Wheelchair accessible?

Yes

Audio/Visual equipment available?

Yes

No
No (projector screens, laptops, internet, etc. test out in advance at the event/service location)

If your service will be in or connected to a church, contact the clergy person and let him/her
know about the World Day of Prayer movement. Clergy are welcome to call our office.
Will the service be In Person or via Computer sharing?
Full-length video or live leaders/readers or a combination of both?
Using the 55 minute service video may provide planning flexibility.
A question for consideration: Is there a place that you can bless by sharing a service and
fellowship?

COVID-19 Precautions: Given that COVID-19 may still restrict options for gathering, we
ask you to carefully consider the precautions that may need to be put in place in order to
celebrate World Day of Prayer 2023 in-person.
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Step SEVEN: Assign Roles and Decide on Equipment
Assign roles for the event/service: set-up, greeters, readers, leaders, offering collectors and
counters, and refreshments. These will vary depending on whether or not the service video is
used. Have a back-up plan (illness, etc.). At least one committee member or the Coordinator
should be registered with the Coordinator Login.
The worship service has been organized with 2 leaders, a scripture reader and 5 women
reading the story-letters. However, please feel free to divide up your reading sections to best
suit your group. Another suggestion is to play all or parts of the WDP Service video, produced
by WICC, at your gathering.
Recruit a technical person to help with any audio-visual aspects including showing the service
video, PowerPoint, sound system, Zoom, etc.
Electronic equipment you may need for the service: microphones, projector, screens, laptop.
Test them out ahead of time in the place where you will use them.

Find time to practice your service – in a church or virtually. Test out all equipment in the
Step
EIGHT
“A”: Materials
service
or delivery
location.
Request Offering Envelopes through the WICC online store: https://wicc.org/wicc-store/ or
emailing wicc@wicc.org. They are free.
A WDP packet can be ordered by going to the WICC online store: https://wicc.org/wicc-store/
The cost is $20 and shipping is included.
World Day of Prayer Service Packets contain:
A. Printed materials: 1 copy of the WDP Service (11 X 8.5; 8 pages); Service Bulletin
(booklet form; 1 page; front and back); country backgrounder; 5 offering envelopes AND
B. a USB Memory stick with a 55-minute prerecorded WDP service, 5-minute devotional
message, music from Taiwan, WDP worship service PowerPoint, PowerPoint about
Taiwan, video about Taiwan, and a Kids Pray Too video.
You may want to photocopy the whole WDP Service or the Service Bulletin for in-person
gatherings. Remember to encourage online donations and/or provide offering envelopes. You
may want to attach envelopes with paper clips or staples to Bulletins or full Worship Service.
Note: If you want more than 5 donation envelopes, please feel free to order more.
For a PowerPoint of the full service, log in as a Coordinator, email wicc@wicc.org, or call
416.929.5184.
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Step EIGHT “B”: Materials
Service Table
It is nice to place a table where it can be easily seen in the worship area. One suggestion is to
cover it with one or two pieces of cloth: a Blue cloth (Taiwan is nurtured by the ocean); a Green
cloth (Taiwan is covered in mountain peaks); a Yellow cloth or a White cloth (Taiwan is rich in
natural resources). You could add lilies or an orchid or folded paper flowers (see the origami
instructions for lilies on the website: origami-fun.com)
On the table, have a Bible open at Ephesians 1:15-19 and a map of Taiwan or the world.
Symbols and pictures of Taiwan could be displayed nearby.

Step EIGHT “C”: Materials
Artwork
You might want to display the WDP 2023 Artwork because it is mentioned in the service.
Login as a Service Coordinator on the wicc website to download this resource and read about
the artist.
This year’s World Day of Prayer artist is Hui-Wen HSAIO. Her painting highlights Taiwan’s
best-known features to express how the Christian faith brings peace and a new vision to
Taiwan. The women in the painting are sitting by a stream, praying silently, and looking up
into the dark. Despite the uncertainty of the path ahead, they know that the salvation of
Christ has come.

ACCESSING MATERIALS
All World Day of Prayer 2023 resources can be viewed and/or downloaded by
creating a Coordinator account. A few materials can be accessed without
registering at https://wicc.org/world-day-of-prayer/how-to-participate/
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Step EIGHT “D”: Materials
Create a welcoming space.
Greet people as they arrive. If your service is in-person, you may want to give everyone a
small piece of paper for the reflection question. If you have time, you could print or draw
a puzzle piece on the paper. See the last page for a printout with 6 “puzzle pieces”.
Check signage for wheelchair-accessible paths and washrooms.
For a virtual service, assign someone to admit and/or greet guests as they arrive on the
computer screen.

Step EIGHT “E”: Materials
Worship Service Video produced by WICC
Available FREE on wicc.org after February 1, 2023 and on WDP 2023 USB stick
purchased from wicc.org/wicc-store/
This wonderful fifty-five-minute recording includes:










Closed captioning in English for all speaking and singing
Devotional message
Information about Taiwan
Prayers, stories, and bible study from the Taiwan writing committee
Liturgical Dance
Reflection time
An opportunity to donate
Pictures from across Canada of past WDP services
Special music
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Step NINE: Music
The Worship Service does not require certain songs or hymns to be sung. You can choose the
music provided by the Taiwan writing team (copyrighted for WDP 2023 service) or hymns
from common hymn books or decide on a combination of new and familiar songs of praise or
see the list of suggested hymns provided by WICC. Note any copyright requirements for
sharing music.
Recordings, sheet music and lyrics for the Taiwan soundtracks, and suggested hymns are
available to registered Coordinators. Log in as a Service Coordinator on wicc.org and look for
+ Music.
If available, discuss with your choir and/or organist about the need to learn any music.

Step TEN: Publicize the Service
One of the most important roles for a WDP Coordinator is promoting World Day of Prayer.
o Print posters, forward media releases, send out invitations, supply bulletin inserts to
community churches.
o Mention World Day of Prayer when you see people. Face to face invitations can
work best.
o Call, email and text friends, neighbours, and community groups. Use Facebook,
Twitter, and Instagram.
o Put up posters in churches, community centers, ice arenas, grocery stores, libraries,
post offices, etc.
o Notify community churches with phone calls to pastors, office administrators and
contacts for any church organizations. Ask for the service to be marked on church
calendars, websites, print bulletins and electronic messaging boards.
o Advertise using free sites such as online community newsletters or newspapers.
o Contact local, provincial, and federal politicians, and other community leaders to
attend.
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Step ELEVEN “A”: During the Service
Reflection
There are several ways this can be done. People could be given a puzzle piece (either from an
unwanted puzzle or cut out by hand) or paper on which to write the name of someone to
whom they would like to write an encouraging letter or a letter of gratitude for
encouragement given.
They could share ideas with the person sitting next to them or they can simply think and pray
silently. It is important to give people enough time to reflect.
For virtual services, ideas could be posted in the chat box.
Nancy: review this after board finalizes service e.g. pause or pauses. Letter-writing. puzzle
Step ELEVEN “B”: During the Service

Offering
Give everyone attending a WDP service an opportunity to donate.
Donations support World Day of Prayer itself and the WDP grant programs. A list of
2021/2022 grants can be found at the end of this document or go to wicc.org/grantprograms/.
Distribute WDP offering envelopes before the service begins to give people an opportunity to
record their addresses for tax receipt purposes.
Please consider sharing more details about a couple of the grant projects prior to the offering.
Highlights are included at the end of this document.
Online donations are encouraged for both virtual and in-person services. This will help ensure
COVID-19 precautions are followed. It also makes it easier for Coordinators.
Participants can use the DONATE button on the WICC website (wicc.org/donate). Or text
647.953.5557.
Instructions for submitting cash and cheque donations can be found in Step Eleven – After the
Service.
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Step ELEVEN “C”: During the Service
BIBLE PASSAGE
Ephesians 1: 15-19 is the Bible text for this year’s theme:
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for
this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray
that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom
and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart
enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the
riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable
greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power.
The bible text is from a letter that Paul wrote to Christians in Ephesus. Despite all their
difficulties, they kept their faith. Paul taught people to live faithfully despite adversity. He also
encouraged people to bond with one another in peace and to build up the body of Christ.
Paul thanks God for the Ephesians’ ability to live out their love and faith. He prayed that they
would receive a spirit of wisdom and revelation and would come to know God. Paul asked God
to enlighten them, so that they could see three things: 1) the hope to which God has called
the disciples, 2) the riches of God’s glorious inheritance among the saints; and 3) the
immeasurable greatness of God’s power.
A complete version of the Bible study can be found in the Service Coordinator resources on
wicc.org.
The Bible text can be creatively presented using drama or other expressive formats.

Step TWELVE “A”: Afterward
Many attending World Day of Prayer enjoy a time of fellowship after the service. If permitted,
light refreshments could be served. For a recipe to use, see the Service Program & Planning
Tools section of the online resources. For virtual services, participants may want to stay after
the service to say hello to old and new friends or join a break-out room to create smaller
interaction groups.

Want to know more about World Day of Prayer?
Visit https://worlddayofprayer.net/index.html
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Step TWELVE “B”: Afterward (A, B, C & D relate to In-Person Services)
Processing the Offering
A. Fill in the Offering Remittance Form. If you want us to let you know that WICC has
received your offering, please check that box at the bottom of this form.
https://wicc.org/wicc-store/wdp-coordinators/donate/
B. Fill out a Tax Receipt Request Form. Make sure that your name and phone number are
at the top. https://wicc.org/wp-content/uploads/Tax-Receipt-Request-Form-WDP-2023FINAL.xlsx
For all donations of $20 or more, include the person’s name, mailing address and offering
amount so WICC can issue them a tax receipt. Do not include the names/donations of
people who donate online. For those donating online, a tax receipt will automatically be
generated for donations of $10 or more. Please keep the offering envelopes until May 2024
or mail them in with the Tax Receipt Request Form.
Make a photocopy of your completed Tax Receipt Request Form for your records.
C. Gather all the items to be sent.
Include the two forms (see above) and the cheques  individuals’ offering cheques, and
a cheque, bank draft or money order for the cash offerings.
D. Send everything directly to WICC:
WICC (Women’s Inter-Church Council of Canada)
47 Queen’s Park Crescent East
Toronto, ON M5S 2C3
Feel free to call us if you have any questions: 416-929-5184
E. An Evaluation Form will be emailed to you: this information is important for planning
next year’s service. Most importantly, it asks for the name of the 2024 service
Coordinator – or a chance to say that your community will need help from your Field
Rep to find someone.
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Service Coordinator Login Instructions
1. Go to web address: www.wicc.org
2. Click the login/ register button on the top right corner of the web browser

3. On the login screen, click “Please use this form” in the register box.

4. Please fill in your information, fields with a * are mandatory (if you are not having a service at a Church just
type in online in the * fields). Create a password, confirm password and click the “register” button at the
bottom.

Bottom of registration page, enter password and confirm password, click on Register..

5. You will then see this message: Click Login/Register at the top again..

6. After logging in on the left side, this screen appears. Click on Service Coordinators at the top.
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Download pdf to your computer:
https://wicc.org/wp-content/uploads/Create-a-Coordinator-Login-AcountTaiwan.pdf
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World Day of Prayer Grant Recipients for 2021 - 2022
International, Canadian and Awakening Grants
Location

Organization

Project

Amount

Alberta

The Governing Council of the
Salvation Army Canada
Sonshine Community Service,
Calgary
Mennonite Central Committee
British Columbia (MCCBC) End
Abuse Program
Talitha Koum Society

Shelter for Women Fleeing Violence

$3,000

Experiential Therapeutic Groups during
the Pandemic
Ending Abuse Program; When Love
Hurts, Phase 4

$5,000

Employment Readiness Computer Lab
for Women
Transition Shelter for Victims of Sexual
Exploitation
Therapy for Victims of Sex Trafficking

$5,000

Alberta
British
Columbia
British
Columbia
Manitoba
Ontario

Dignity House Inc., Winnipeg

Ontario

Elora Road Christian Fellowship
Inc. (Elora House)
The Gathering Food
Centre/Church Out Serving
NorthWind Family Ministries

Democratic
Republic of the
Congo
Malawi

Canada Africa Community Health
Alliance (Canada) / Volunteers
for Mission in Childcare (VMC)
Change Her World – Chilumba

India

Inter Pares/Deccan Development
Society
Impact Nations International
Ministries / CENTRE VIE-CEVIM
S.H.A.R.E. Agriculture Foundation
/ ANTA - Asociacion Nacional de
Trabajadores Agropecuarios
Partnership between
International Needs Canada,
UNAPER, and Rotary
International
WISH Drop-In Centre Society,
Vancouver's Downtown Eastside

Ontario

Haiti
El Salvador

Guatemala

Canada:
Awakening
Grant
Total

$5,000

$3,000
$5,000

Donation Centre for Home Furnishings
$2,000
and Appliances
Restoring Emotional Boundaries for
$2,000
Women
Seamstress Training; School Clothing for $5,000
Children
Revolving Goat Project - Training
Women Farmers
Training Women Farmers - Food
Security
Latrines in Orphanages

$3,500

Empowering Rural Salvadoran Women:
Rights and Food Sources

$5,000

Midwife Training Program with COVID
Protocols

$5,000

Aboriginal, Health & Safety Program

$2,000

World Day of Prayer and Awakening

$60,500

$5,000
$5,000
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