
  

Leaders’ Planning Guide for Traditional WDP Services 

World Day of Prayer (WDP) 2021  Vanuatu  “Build on a Strong Foundation” 

Thank you for coordinating World Day of Prayer 2021 in your community!  The planning steps have 

been consolidated for ease, and to reduce our carbon footprint.   

COVID-19 Precautions: Given that COVID-19 may restrict options for gathering, we ask you to 

carefully consider the precautions that may need to be put in place in order to celebrate World Day of 

Prayer 2021 – Vanuatu in a traditional format.   

Please note any physical distancing requirements, seating capacity for church, safe practices for 

singing, avoidance of communal food, use of microphones, access to hand sanitizing or hand washing 

stations, safe ways to donate, how to greet each other. 

Please go to the Service Options documents for ways to celebrate World Day of Prayer that have been 

developed with COVID-19 precautions in mind. 

NEW to 2021:  All coordinators are to create a Coordinator Login account at wicc.org to order 

and/or downloaded WDP materials.   
 
WICC has adopted a very conservative financial plan this year in light of economic uncertainty. 
Therefore, we are providing standard WDP packets instead of custom printing and shipping this year. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

**** 
 

Please note: WDP Service Booklets can be obtained only through the Coordinator Login or in print via 

the WDP packets due to copyright.   

 

 

WDP Packets 
 
Content: printed materials as well as either a USB memory stick or DVD. 
  

1. Printed materials:  5 WDP Service booklets; 2 page country backgrounder; offering 
envelopes 

2. USB memory stick or DVD:  Includes 1 hour WDP service; country background video; 
devotional message & Vanuatu music 

 
Cost:    Option A. $15 – printed materials plus USB memory stick 

Option B. $20 – printed materials plus DVD 
 
Shipping:  WDP packets will be shipped after January 1, 2021.  Please order as soon as possible 
so that we can be prepared.  
 



Coordinator Login Instructions: A separate document contains these instructions. 

 

Donations:   

 

We are encouraging online donations. This practice with assist with compliance of COVID-19 
precautions and require less processing of funds by coordinators.  
 
Participants can use the DONATE button on the WICC website (www.wicc.org/donate). Or 
use the link:  https://gf.me/u/y3sqi7. Or text  
 
Instructions for submitting cash and cheque donations can be found in the Donations 
document. 
 

 

Promotion:  

 

One of the most important roles for a WDP coordinator is promotion of World Day of Prayer.   

 

o Print posters, forward media releases, send out invitations, supply bulletin inserts to community 

churches.  

o Mention World Day of Prayer when you see people.  Face to face invitations can work best.   

o Call, email and text friends, neighbours and community groups.  Use Facebook, Twitter and 

Instagram. 

o Put up posters in churches, community centers, ice arenas, grocery stores, libraries, post offices, 

etc.   

o Notify community churches with phone calls to pastors, office administrators and contacts for 

any church organizations.  Ask for the service to be marked on church calendars, websites, print 

bulletins and electronic messaging boards.   

o Advertise using free sites such as online community newsletters. 

o Contact local, provincial and federal politicians, and other community leaders to attend.   

 

http://www.wicc.org/donate
https://gf.me/u/y3sqi7


  

 

Leaders’ Planning Guide – traditional service 

Note:  COVID-19 precautions supersede any suggestions below 
.  

 
 

Jus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step TWO: The Binder  

Many communities have a 

World Day of Prayer binder 

with useful information that 

is passed along from one 

coordinator to the next.  

Please get in touch with the 

2020 coordinator or service 

location to see if such a 

binder exists. 

 

Step FOUR: Choose a date and time that best 

suits your community.   

Date:  _________________      

Time:  _________________   

Traditionally, World Day of Prayer is held on the first 

Friday in March.  March 5, 2021.  Communities may 

select a more suitable day for their areas. 

Weather in Canada can be unpredictable.  Please 

choose a “rain” date for your service:    

                           

. 

 

Step FIVE: Choose a location. 

Church/Venue:  __________________________ 

Address: ________________________________ 

(Power) Wheelchair accessible? Yes No 

Audio/Visual equipment available?    Yes    No 

If your event will be in a church, contact the clergy 

person and let him/her know about the World Day of 

Prayer movement.  

 

A question for consideration:  Is there a place that 

you can bless by sharing a service and fellowship?   

 

 

 

Step ONE: The Basics 

WDP services have the 

following four components:   

1. Prayer for the women of 

Vanuatu (writing country);                               

2. Invitations to others to join 

your service; and                                              

3. An opportunity to donate. 

4. Use WICC service booklet. 

Step THREE:  Invite others to get involved.  Gather your planning committee 

and their contact information.  Consider inviting people from other churches. 

The planning team (names and numbers): 

Service Coordinator/Chair:  _________________ #/email: _________________ 

Assistant Coordinator:  ____________________  #/email: _________________ 

Treasurer: ____________________      #/email: _________________________ 

Other 2021 WDP Committee Members: 

__________________________       #/email: __________________________ 

__________________________     #/email: __________________________ 

__________________________      #/email: __________________________ 

2022 WDP Coordinator and Service Location: (Include this information on the 

evaluation form sent to WICC after the service.) 

Coordinator: _____________________  #: ______________________ 

**Email address: ________________________________________________ 

Location (church): _____________________________________________ 



 

: 

 

 
1. Become informed. Read through the 

Worship  
Service booklet, country backgrounder, WDP 
grant summaries, and watch the Vanuatu 
country video.  One committee member 
should be receiving monthly copies of the 
WICC e-newsletter: We-Connect.  The latter 
will help with any updates. 
 

2. Choose your location:  An abbreviated 
service bulletin is available from WICC for 
retirement homes. 

 
3. Assign roles for the service: set-up, 

greeters, readers, leaders, offering 

collectors; discussion facilitators, 

refreshments, collection counters and 

tabulators.  Have a back-up plan (illness, 

etc.).  One committee member or the 

coordinator should be registered with 

Coordinator Login. 

 

4. Provide an opportunity for readers to test 

out any microphones being used. Do not 

share microphones. 

 

5.  Gather materials that you would like to 

use for the service table.   

 

6 Decide if you would like a guest speaker 

or will use the devotional video available from 

WICC or will use the full-length video. 

 

7. Recruit a technical person to help with 

any audio-visual aspects:  PowerPoint, 

DVD, sound system, etc. Make a list of 

electronic equipment you may need for 

the service:  microphones, projector, 

screens, laptop. Test it out in the service 

location.   

                

8. Create a welcoming space for your 

guests.  Greet people as they arrive. Tell 

them a bit about your service, if 

refreshments are being served 

afterwards and where the washrooms 

are located.  Strive for wheelchair 

accessible venues. Provide clear passage 

routes for wheelchairs.  Notes on posters 

if your venue cannot be accessed by 

wheelchairs. 

 

 

9. Music – Your service selections can be  

 

a) music suggested by the Vanuatu WDP 

writing committee and/or  

 

b) recommended songs from common hymn 

books.  To abide with COVID-19 precautions, 

people may choose to hum along to music. 

 

Recordings, sheet music and lyrics for the 

Vanuatu soundtracks, and suggested hymns 

are available through the Coordinator Login. 

Talk to your choir and/or organist about the 

need to learn any music. It may be suitable 

during COVID to have a soloist rather a 

choir. Note any copyright requirements for 

sharing music. 

 

 

Step SIX: Planning a Traditional Service 



 

10. Make time to practice in the same space 

as your service, if possible.  Check all 

DVDs and USB memory sticks in advance 

of the service. 

 

11. Give people an opportunity to donate 

during the service. COVID-19 precautions 

strongly encourage online donations. 

 

 Use WDP donation envelopes.  

Attach/insert one to/in each Worship 

booklets, if printed, so that guests have 

them in advance of the offering time. (Paper 

clips, staple, etc.)   

 

12. Order /download your materials.  

Print copies of Service booklets and offering 
envelopes are part of the WDP packets and can 
be requested using the Coordinator Login.  If 
the coordinator does not have an email 
address, please recruit a team member with 
one. 

 

 

For an abridged service or PowerPoint of the 
full service, email wicc@wicc.org or call 
416.929.5184.  

 

 

 

 

 

There are many FREE downloads: 7 minute 
video on Vanuatu; devotional recording; a map 
of the country; Bible study; recipe; artwork; 
bulletin insert; music recordings, lyrics and 
sheet; hymn suggestions; grant story highlights; 
media release; and posters and planning tools 
to advertise/organize your event.  Review the 
many FREE materials using your Coordinator 
Login. 

 

One Hour Pre-Recorded Service Details: 

This video includes voices from across Canada 
who took on the reader, leader, prayer and 
singing roles from the service booklet.  Included 
are the country background, devotional by 
Major Shirley King, children’s story and 
greetings from a member of the Vanuatu WDP 
planning committee. 

 

 

14. Photographs and Video Recording: As 
people enter your space, let them know if you 
will be taking photographs or recording. If they 
do not want their image to be shared, you 
might offer them a special tag to wear or have a 
designated area where they can sit. 

 

World Day of Prayer Service Packet:  

Printed materials:  5 WDP Service booklets; 2 
page country backgrounder; offering 
envelopes 
 

Memory stick or DVD containing 7-minute 
film on Vanuatu, an 8-minute devotional by 
Major Shirley King and a one-hour 
prerecorded WDP service Vanuatu music 
available.  

Note your Agreement with WICC:  The Women’s Inter-Church Council of Canada (WICC) has 

provided World Day of Prayers service materials for you free of charge. By using these materials, 

you enter into an agreement with WICC to send the offerings received at your World Day of 

Prayer service directly to WICC.  

 

mailto:wicc@wicc.org


 

15. If you are unable to coordinate the service, 
please help choose/recommend a backup 
coordinator.  If this is not possible, check with 
other community churches to see who might 
step in and help, or call WICC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORSHIP SPACE IDEAS 

 

Prepare two tables for symbols and objects to be placed on after the procession. On one table, 
place the flag of Vanuatu and a banner with the theme “Build on a Strong Foundation” over 
the flag. If possible, also display crafts and food common to Vanuatu. For example, 
sandalwood oil, baskets, beads, conch necklaces and root vegetables.  

On the other table, place a candle and the Bible.  
 

WORSHIP SERVICE OPENING 

It might be helpful to have one person serve as the MC. 
 

PROCESSION 

One woman holding a lighted candle and another one holding an open Bible lead the 
procession.  After them, a few women and/or children carrying the Vanuatu flag and other 
products or symbols prepared beforehand follow.  

The candle and the Bible are set on the table by the pulpit, while the other products are placed 
on a table specifically set for this purpose. 

Try to form a group to dance and sing their way into the sanctuary with some of the objects 
and symbols. If possible, have someone prepared to blow a conch shell, or shofar, or beat a 
gong/drum.  
 

LEADERS/READERS: The worship bulletin has been organized with 2 leaders and 3 
readers.  However, please feel free to divide up your reading sections to best suit your group.   
Prepare a garland necklace known as a salu (saloo saloo) for the leaders or readers of the 
worship service to wear.  
 

PRAYERS: A familiar chorus or silent moments can be used to mark the prayers of 
Thanksgiving, Confession and Commitment, and the Voices from Vanuatu. Prayers based on 
the context of your community may be prepared and read to supplement the service. 

Step SEVEN. Organizing Worship Service Details 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

BIBLE PASSAGE 

Matthew 7:24-27 is the main Bible text for this year’s theme “Build on a strong foundation” 
and focus on living wisely. The text should be used for the meditation, sermon or group 
reflection. When we listen to the word of God, we reflect on the text and its message for today 
and consider how to respond. Included in the meditation moment is a summary of the Bible 
Study. A complete version of the Bible study can be found using the Leader Login. 

The reading of the main Bible text can be creatively prepared through drama or expressive 
narrative. The drama can reproduce the narrative and also offer some questions to motivate 
the participants to reflect on the message for today and to respond in actions to God’s call. One 
example of the story could be to demonstrate how a family puts trust in God, so together 
family members can overcome the challenges they face in their lives.  

 

A MEDITATION ACTIVITY with three questions is written into the Worship Bulletin.  
Worship participants can write down their own commitments to act in love, peace and 
reconciliation.  
 

SONGS/HYMNS 

The Worship Booklet does not specify which songs and/hymns must be sung.  You may 
include all of the music provided by the Vanuatu writing team  or choose hymns from 
common hymn books or decide on a combination of new and familiar songs of praise or 
consult the list of suggested hymns provided by WICC.  
 

OFFERING 

Prepare a safe method to collect the offering. Distribute WDP offering envelopes before the 
service begins to give people an opportunity to record their addresses for tax receipt purposes. 

Please consider sharing more details about a couple of the grant projects prior to the Offering 
section. Highlights are included on pages ?? 

Donate online as indicated on page 1. 
 

LEARNING MORE ABOUT VANUATU 

Beyond the worship space ideas, try to create an opportunity for people attending the service 
to learn more about the country. You may decide to play the country background recording, 
listen to Vanuatu music, or showcase some diverse cultural food like coconut cake 
 



 

ARTWORK on cover of WDP service bulletin 

Prominent Vanuatu artist, Juliette Pita, painted a scene that depicts a woman praying and 
sheltering her child during Cyclone Pam in 2015.  Small crosses honouring those who perished 
are featured on the horizon.  Go to WDP resources using your Leader Login for more details. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A. Fill in the Offering Remittance Form.  
 

B. Fill out the online TAX RECEIPT REQUEST Form.   

 Make sure that your email address is at the top. 
 For all donations of $20 or more, include the person’s name, mailing address and offering 

amount.  Do not include the amounts of people who donate online. 
 Make a photocopy of your completed Tax Receipt Request Form for your records. 

 
 

C. Complete the Service Evaluation Form online.  This gives WICC important planning information 

for the next year. Include the offering total, number of people who attended the service, and 

the names of both the 2021 and 2022 service coordinators. 

 

D. Gather all items for the Remittance package/envelope.  Include: 

 

 A copy of the online Tax Receipt Request Form  
 A completed Offering Remittance Form to confirm receipt of your remittance. 
 Cheques: Individual offering cheques, and a cheque or money order for the total cash offering. 

 
D.  Send your Remittance package/envelope directly to WICC:  

WICC (Women’s Inter-Church Council of Canada) 

47 Queen’s Park Crescent East 

Toronto, ON  M5S 2C3 

  

 

 
 

 

Step EIGHT. Publicize the Service 

 

Step NINE: After the Service 



 

 

Ideas for Non-traditional WDP Events.  

World Day of Prayer is more than just a day: it is a movement that invites people around the world to join in 

prayer and action for peace and justice. 

Are you looking for a fun, new, or unique way to spice up your World Day of Prayer (WDP) event? Let the 2021 

theme “Build on a Strong Foundation” inspire you.  Perhaps, incorporate one of the following, with the 

provision that COVID-19 precautions have been addressed: 

Food: It may be an option to shared packaged food. 

Location: Your event can take place outside a traditional church setting and on any day. Just remember to invite 

others as permitted, pray for the host country and give people an opportunity to donate. 

Exercise: Create a spring walking group that finishes their exercise at a modified WDP service. 

Road Trip:  Take a one-day excursion to a point of interest.   

Art:  Use the 2021 WDP theme in a paint night or craft session.  A donation to World Day of Prayer can be 

included in the registration fee. 

Performance:  Invite musicians, dancers, and other local talents to an evening of performance.  Intersperse with 

WDP service features. 

Meetings: Include WDP as part of another regular meeting. 

Leaving a plate out for WDP donations at events provides a place for participants to contribute to the WICC grant 

programs that restore hope to women and children touched by injustice in Canada and around the world.  

Children’s Retreats, Day Camp and Vacation Bible Schools:  Consider incorporating World Day of Prayer into 

activities planned for children. 

 

 

 

 

  When should I send my offering remittance envelope to WICC?  Within 4 weeks of your service or event. 

Should I include the service offering envelopes (yellow?) with my remittance?  No. Save the service envelopes 

with your photocopy of the completed Tax Receipt Request Form.  

Should I send cash to WICC?  No.  Please write out one cheque for all the cash donations. 

Can my organizing committee deduct expenses from the offerings received?  No. By using the World Day of 

Prayer materials provided by WICC, you enter into an agreement to remit the offerings received at your World 

Day of Prayer service to WICC. 

How will I know WICC has received my remittance?  WICC will confirm the receipt of your remittance via 

completion of the Offering Remittance Form. See C above. You can choose to be notified by mail or e-mail. 

What country is writing the 2022 service?  England, Wales & Northern Ireland 

Frequently Asked Questions 



 

 

World Day of Prayer Grants – Canada – 2019/2020 

The Sonshine Society of Christian Community Service in Calgary, AB created an Experimental Therapeutic 

Group Program for 28 women with a $4,550 WDP  grant. Seventy-five per cent reported reduced anxiety and 

depression, and increased confidence and self-regulating.   

A $1,000 WDP grant was given to the Inner Pastoral Ministry in Edmonton, AB.  This interdenominational 

Christian ministry works with inner city people who struggle with poverty.  15-20 women attended monthly, 

supportive gatherings where relevant scriptural reflections were shared. 

The Oasis Society for the Spiritual Health of Victoria, BC is a not for profit group that works primarily with 
vulnerable Indigenous individuals.  A $2,000 WDP grant helped facilitate a retreat for eight women with 
stories of homelessness. Key goals were to build self-esteem and reduce the need to medicate. 
 
In Quinton, SK, a one day human trafficking event was organized by the Recreation Community Association, 
partly funded by a WDP grant of $2,000. 150 people learned to recognize red flags of human trafficking that 
target Indigenous women and children in the community. 
 
A $2,000 WDP grant was given to the Sandy-Saulteaux Spiritual Centre in Beausejour, MB.  35 people, 
including 5 youth and children, gathered for the “Mamawe Ota Askihk - Sharing Life Together Here On Earth” 
festival.  The donation  provided travel bursaries for the most northern participants.  
 
Carmen UC in Manitoba was given an $1,800 WDP grant to help support free, capacity building community 
suppers hosted at their building by various ministerial groups. Participants really enjoyed the extra fruits  and 
vegetables, and milk which the grant allowed the organizers to add on a consistent basis.   
 
A $4,850 WDP grant funded a new computer and printer, food, tables and general support for Dignity House.  
On average, 8 women transitioning from the trauma of human trafficking and other forms of exploitation 
came to ten recovery meetings held by this safe house in Winnipeg, MB. 
 
The Oakland United Church in Corner Brook, NFLD received a $850 WDP grant to purchase toiletries for 
women who seek shelter in Transition House.  As well, funds went towards supportive counselling and a social 
afternoon for the clients to help them build relationships. 
 
A  WDP grant of $3,500 was provided to St. Andrew’s, Alliston, ON to help establish sustainable, affordable 
and accessible tutoring for struggling elementary school aged children. “BrainiACTS” was initiated because of 
bullying situations for two students who were underperforming academically. 
 
Father’s Heart Healing Ministry in Arthur, ON  was given a grant of $2000.00 for Beauty for Ashes 
Transformation House (BATH), a residence for women exiting human trafficking, the sex trade 
and addiction. The purpose of the program is to help stabilize the women with care and therapy.  
 
Young moms in Bolsover, ON were given the opportunity to gather, exercise and pray on a weekly basis at St. 
Andrew’s Church.  A WDP grant of $1350 was used to purchase yoga mats and other exercise equipment to 
encourage participation.  An average of 10 women met weekly for the first session offered. 
 
The Beginnings Family Services Care Centre in Guelph, ON was provided with a $1,000 WDP grant to support 

its Care Cupboard. Over 250 families each year are provided with free diapers, formula, baby wipes and more. 

Nelson House, a transition residence in Ottawa, ON, was given a grant of $4,000 to introduce kid friendly 

activities to 46 children, and self-care activities to 38 women over a 6 month period. 



 

WDP grant funds of $1,600 covered the cost of professional IT skills in order to make the Justice Storytelling 

Quilt accessible on The Church Council on Justice and Corrections’ website (Ottawa, ON).  

Aurora House is a transitional home for survivors of human trafficking, providing wraparound case 

management. A WDP grant of $2,000 was given to its founding partner, Toronto United Mennonite Church, 

to help this facility extend their support to two years for mothers with babies. 

 

Mothers in Mind, organized by the Child Development IF, is a mother/young child  group program with 

outreach in ON, AB and Australia.  68 traumatized mothers and 75 children benefitted from a $1,000 WDP 

grant that helped moms connect with their children in a playful, supported environment. 

 

A $5,000 WDP grant helped fund small business initiatives for 20 refugee women and survivors of trafficking 
in Toronto, ON. 80% transitioned from the FCJ (refugee center) into self-sustaining living situations. 
 
The Filipino Christian Fellowship developed a Caregivers Mentoring Program using a $4,000 WDP grant to 
empower 60 immigrant caregivers to maintain their dignity and spirituality, and to provide practical 
assistance to their families as they immigrated to Canada. 
 
The Neighbourhood Table organized by St. Philip’s Lutheran, Toronto, ON seeks to address food insecurities 

and foster community among newcomer families.  A $1,000 WDP supported mom-focused programming, 

centered on nutritional education and budget-conscious healthy food.  

International WDP Grants 2019- 2020 

A WDP grant of $5,000 to MULTIPLY, a project established in Angola, helped set up businesses for 13 

women to promote economic sustainability. As well, it helped set up a visitation program with 24 widows 

taking care of orphans. This initiative was inspired by James 1: 27.  

Crossroads International and their Burkina Faso partner, CBDF, worked with vulnerable girls, most of 

whom were not in school, and parents and leaders to create safe spaces for adolescent girls to obtain and 

discuss information regarding early and forced marriages. World Day of Prayer grant amount: $5,000. 

Kijiji Cha Updendo Children’s Project in Kibera, the largest slum in Nairobi,  was assisted with a $5,000 
grant to provide small enterprise management training  to 17 women caregivers with established home-based 
businesses. Additional microloans enabled 15 women caregivers to start new industries. 
 
A $5000 WDP grant to We Care Foundation, NL,  helped the Church of Brethren in Nigeria assist girls who 
were victims of the Boko Haram militant insurgencies.  One year full scholarships to 20 girls at the Women 
Training Centre Kwarhi were provided. 
 
The Canada Africa Community Health Alliance teamed with the Lake Victoria Children’s Organization in 
Tanzania to create an income-generating, self-sustaining seamstress cooperative and maize mill using a 
$4,500 WDP grant. Sewing machines and a generator were purchased. 
 
A WDP grant of $5,000 was given to Impact Zambia’s International Team from Canada to help provide  
counselling, “Life Impact” training, and an opportunity to celebrate.  Impact Zambia has been helping rural 
churches and communities to flourish by providing leadership and skills training for 25 years. 
 
Rayjon Share Care of Sarnia, ON received a $3,000 WDP grant.  Through the Momma Does/Mamá Hace 
Project, they partnered with ASCALA to provide legal services, health care and education to some of the most 
marginalized communities in the Dominican Republic.

 


