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I’m Rev. Shirley DeMerchant.  I’m from Woodstock, New Brunswick. 

That joyful music you heard came from the lips and the hearts of the 2020 World Day of 

Prayer planning team from Zimbabwe.  

Their joyful song makes me think of how the man in today’s Bible story must have felt 

after his encounter with Jesus. 

John chapter 5 tells us that this man was an invalid for 38 years. For 38 years he could 

not take care of himself, he could not work, he couldn’t take care of a family.  

For 38 years he was unable to walk, waiting for his life to change. 

This passage is so fascinating because when Jesus speaks to this man, He asks a 

surprising question and He gives him an impossible command. 

As Jesus approached the man waiting at the Pool of Bethesda, Jesus said to him, “Do 

you want to get well?” 

Do you want to get well? What a question to ask!  

What would you have said if you had been in that man’s circumstances? 

Surely, we would have said, “Yes, I want to be well?  Can you help me?” 

But that isn’t what the man said. Instead, he explained his helplessness. He said he had 

tried to get into the water. He had tried to be healed. But there was nobody to help him.  

He was discouraged. I would be too after 38 years of seeing nothing happen. 

I wonder what the man’s prayer was like. I imagine he prayed daily, hourly, asking for 

God to have mercy upon him. 

I wonder if he cried out to God, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and asked for 

mercy. 

I wonder if he knew the stories of the miracles that we know in the Old Testament, like 

how God made it possible for Abraham and Sarah to have a child in their old age. 

Or if he knew how Daniel was delivered from the lions’ den. 

I wonder if he knew of these miracles and said, “God, I know you can do it. Would you 

heal me?”  But God didn’t heal him, and he waited day after day, week after week, 

month after month, year after year. 

When Jesus asked him, “Do you want to get well?” the man obviously was discouraged. I 

can relate, not because I have a physical limitation like this man had, but I know what 



it’s like to pray for a person or circumstances day after day, week after week, month after 

month and get no response. 

I know we’re supposed to persevere in prayer, but I must admit, it’s not one of my strong 

points. 

When I pray and pray and pray and don’t see anything happen, I too get discouraged 

and I just stop praying. 

I think one of the lessons for us in this passage is - Don’t stop praying. 

Jesus had a command to give to this man and it is surprising as well. He commanded 

the man to do something that was impossible. He said, “Rise. Take your mat and walk.”  

“Rise?” I wonder what the man thought when he heard those words. Did he think, 

“Rise? I would get up if I could, but I can’t.” It seemed ridiculous and yet those words 

came from the mouth of Jesus.  

Rise. I wonder if the man looked into the face of Jesus and saw something he hadn’t 

seen before, like power, hope, possibility or if it was the authority in Jesus’ voice that 

made this man make the decision to stand up. 

We don’t know what he thought but we do know what he did. 

He did exactly as he was told. 

And that man stood on feet and legs that hadn’t borne his weight for 38 years. 

He stood up, tucked that bedroll under his arm or put it on is back, and walked away. 

Don’t you love the healing stories of Jesus in the gospels? They give us so much 

inspiration! 

When I think of this story, it reminds me of the importance of listening to the words of 

Jesus. I know people are so busy. I know Christians who are so busy in the kingdom of 

God they haven’t got time for anything else. 

Now I’m very grateful for people who give their time and other resources for the 

kingdom but sometimes we see people who are so busy, it makes you wonder, “Did God 

call them to do all that?” 

Think of the man in our story. If he had tried to stand up the day before he met Jesus, he 

wouldn’t have been successful. He was healed because he responded to specific words 

that came from Jesus’ mouth. Words for him alone. Jesus did not say this to anyone else 

at the pool. The man listened and obeyed.  

I’ve been a part of churches that have emphasized the importance of having a vision for 

God. In these churches, the leadership may stress how important it is that we serve God  

and that we should have a great vision for him. People may spend their time wondering, 



“What can I do for the Lord? It needs to be something great because God is a wonderful 

God.” 

God has his own ideas and he’s looking for people who will listen to Him share His heart 

and His plans. God’s plans for us will be so much greater than anything we could devise. 

Think of this man. He didn’t dream that he would be able to stand like that and walk 

away but that was God’s plan for him.   

I like what one person has said. We should pray and remember to PUSH. 

P.U.S.H.  Pray Until Something Happens. I think if we emphasize the importance of 

persevering in prayer until God makes it clear that the answer is no, or wait or yes, we 

wouldn’t get so discouraged. Prayer is more than sharing our burdens, our desires, our 

hopes and our dreams. Prayer is also listening. This is a challenging discipline to 

develop. I’m trying to work on it, but it isn’t easy. But when we pray, if we would listen 

for God’s instructions, then we would know not just the answer to our prayers, but we 

would know the next thing that we should do. This man did the impossible because he 

responded in obedience to Jesus’ words.      

I know prayer is important to you. That’s why you’re participating in this World Day of 

Prayer event. Thank you for doing so! Your prayers make a difference. I want to 

encourage you when you pray, also listen because when you hear what God has to say to 

you and you obey, you too will be able to do the impossible. 

May it be so.  

 


